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Friends--thank you so much for joining with each other here today, and for joining with hundreds of thousands of other Americans in events all across America. This is the second time this year that Americans have come out in huge numbers to demand action on climate change, and it is having a huge effect.

A year ago, our central goal--80% reduction in carbon emissions--was seen as a fringe and radical idea. Now it's near the center of the political debate, influencing every piece of legislation that is proposed. We haven't seen a perfect bill yet, but we're definitely getting closer. Thanks to you--because only people power can stand up to the enormous economic power on the other side.

So many people have taken up the cry that we've been able to build support for two other goals that matter mightily as well: an immediate moratorium on the building of new coal-fired power plants, and a green jobs for all program to insure that we have the people to do the work that needs doing. Houses don't insulate themselves, and solar panels won't just crawl up on the roof. That's work that can't be outsourced, or done by clicking a mouse--and it should go to the people left out of the rewards of the old economy.

Our special goal this time around has been to find politicians ready to go beyond mere words and become real leaders in this fight. Dozens of Senators, U.S. Representatives, and presidential candidates are joining in across the country, and we both thank them--and challenge them to tell us exactly what they make of our goals, and how they plan to proceed. At many sites across America, we're honoring leaders of the past--from Abe Lincoln and George Washington to Rachel Carson and Ella Baker. We need today's generation of politicians to stand up too--to take on the critical issue of the day.

To help them remember, we're taking pictures across America of communities with their fingers raised to the sky--their green fingers, a promise to vote with the environment in the forefront of their minds. We simply can't afford to be cynical now. We have to trust that if we work hard enough, our politicians will respond. We've seen it happen in many places already--now we've got to make sure it happens nationwide.

And soon. Because though it's been a year where political momentum for real solutions has begun to build, it's also been a year where the momentum of climate change has become clear. From rapidly melting ice in the Arctic to drought in the southeast to wildfires in California, we're seeing the first effects of a warming world. Unless we act with courage and speed, those sad pictures will be only the first of many to come all century long. This is the test, this is the time, and this is the message: Step it up Congress. Step it up, presidential candidates. Tell us how you're going to lead.

[For people with politicians on site:  "thank you so much for coming today--for joining other politicians from across the political spectrum and across the nation who are appearing in their venues today. We're not telling you what you must do. We're simply sharing our three goals--80% cuts in carbon emissions by 2050, no new coal-fired powerplants, and green jobs for all--and sharing too our sense of deep and profound urgency. And asking you for your response, and to tell us if and how you plan to be a leader on these issues."]

